
Islamic Society of Norman (ISN) 
 Moonsighting Policy 

 
1. Purpose 
 
The Islamic Society of Norman (ISN) follows moonsighting for determining the start of 
the Islamic lunar months, including Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr, and Eid al-Adha. This means 
that a verified and authentic sighting of the crescent moon anywhere in the world will be 
accepted, provided it meets the conditions outlined in this policy. 
 
2. Rationale 
 

A.​ Commitment to the Quran (1) and Sunnah (2). 
B.​ It aligns with the scholarly consensus of the past fourteen centuries including all 

four schools of thought (3).  
C.​ Moonsighting promotes unity among Muslims worldwide. 
D.​ If the moon is sighted in a location, then regions to its west must follow that 

sighting - because the moon must be visible to the west. But those in the east, 
where the moon may not have risen yet at the time of the western sighting, are 
not automatically bound (4).  

 
3. Conditions for Acceptance 
 
A sighting will be accepted if: 

A.​ The report is from a trustworthy and recognized Islamic authority, credible 
organization or moonsighting committee, either globally or locally. 

B.​ The sighting is any credible global sighting east (including southeast/northeast) 
of the United States or any credible local sighting within the mainland United 
States.   

a.​ Due to the wide geographic expanse of the United States, if no credible 
moonsighting is established by the end of the Central Time Zone, ISN will 
wait up to 30 minutes after ʿIshāʾ prayer to consider verified reports from 
the Western Time Zone.  

C.​ Sighting may include both naked eye sightings or binocular/telescope sightings.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



4. Verification Process 
 
ISN’s Moonsighting Committee (or Imams and Executive Committee) will: 

A.​ Collect reports from trusted global and local sources. 
a.​ Global sources include but not limited to any official moonsighting 

announcement of a country not known to deviate from the consensus.  
b.​ Local sources include but not limited to Chicago Hilal 

(https://chicagohilal.org/), Central Hilal Committee of North America 
(https://hilalcommittee.org/), Assembly of Muslim Jurists of North America 
(https://www.amjaonline.org/), Islamic Society of Greater Houston 
(https://isgh.org/), any other North American Islamic center not known to 
deviate from the consensus.  

B.​ Verify authenticity and credibility. 
C.​ Announce the decision promptly to the community through official channels (ISN 

Whatsapp groups, website, social media). 
 
 
5. Use of Astronomical Calculations 
 
Astronomical calculations will not replace actual sighting, but may be used to: 

A.​ Confirm the possibility of a sighting. 
B.​ Reject reports that contradict scientific possibility. 

 
 
6. Communication 
 
Announcements will be made immediately after verification via ISN’s official 
communication channels as well as in the Masjid. 
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1.​ Relevant text from Quran 

   
“Therefore, whoever of you sights (shahida, lit. eye-witnesses) the month, let him 
fast it.”(Qur’ān, 2: 185) 
 

2.​ Relevant text from Hadith 

Fast at its sighting, and break (end) the fast at 
its sighting. (Muslim)  

 Do not fast until you sight the 
crescent and do not break (end) the fast until you sight it. (Bukhārī)  

 We are an unlettered nation. We do not 
write nor count. The month is like this and like this…. (Bukhārī, Muslim)  

If you 
sight(ed) it, then fast; if you sight(ed) it, then break (end) the fast; and if your 
vision is obscured then (Bukhārī, Muslim)  

 …Complete the counting to thirty (days). (Bukhārī, Muslim) 
 

3.​ The four successors of the Messenger of Allāh, Abū Bakr, Umar, Uthmān and Alī, 
the rest of the companions, and reputable scholars of the Muslim Ummah from 
all four orthodox sunnī schools of thought throughout the past fourteen centuries 
have by scholarly consensus, or Ijma, accepted moonsighting as the way to keep 
the sacred calendar of Islām, and have consistently rejected calculations as a 
public methodology for the keeping of the sacred calendar. Note that this is 
despite the fact that scientific calculation methods for the timing of the birth of the 
new moon have been known to Muslims for many centuries, as astronomical 
calculation is an ancient knowledge known to ancient peoples from at least the 
time of the Babylonians, who practiced calculations as early as the 18th century 
BC. 
 

4.​ Two different moonsighting calculation sources showing how the moon is more 
likely to be visible as you go west. Also notice how the two sources differ in their 
predictability on moon visibility.  
 

 



a.​ Source: Moonsighting.com 
 

 
 

b.​ Source: Crescentwatch.org 
 



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 

1.​ Modern science can calculate the birth of the moon and the beginning of the 
month with accuracy, so what is the problem then? 

a.​ It is essential to understand the difference between the scientific precision 
in calculating the birth of the moon and the scientific calculations regarding 
visibility of the crescent. The former are undisputed: science can calculate 
with accuracy and precision the birth of the moon. The latter case, 
determining moon visibility, is universally debated. Due to numerous 
natural and numerical factors, science cannot forecast when the crescent 
will be visible with certainty. This area of forecasting is speculative is a fact 
conceded even by those that advance the argument for unconditional 
astronomical calculation. 
 

2.​ If our prayer times are calculated then why cannot we calculate for 
moonsighting? 

a.​ The fact that it is permissible to rely on calculations for prayer times has 
no bearing on the issue of crescent sightings as they are based on 
completely different phenomena. The prayer times are established solely 
on the position of the sun relative to the earth and can be calculated with 
100% accuracy. However, there is not a single prediction algorithm that 
has been developed with certainty that accounts for the several factors 
that affect crescent visibility. Moreover, they carry completely different 
legal rulings. There is no verse of the Qur’ān or ḥadīth of the messenger 
of Allāh that unambiguously commands the sighting of the prayer times. 
From the point of view of sharīʿah, the two matters are completely 
disparate and cannot be compared with one another. 
 

3.​ Why can’t we all be united as an ummah on Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr, and Eid 
al-Adha? 

a.​ It is almost impossible that the whole world starts Ramadan or have the 
Eids on the same day (see map ref 4). While unity is of paramount 
importance and every attempt should be made to make the practice of 
Islam easy for the people, unity and ease have to be achieved within the 
framework of the sunnah and not outside of it. Therefore, there should be 
a commitment to Islam before convenience.   
 

4.​ There are scholars on the Fiqh Council of North America that say that 
astronomical calculation is okay, so why do we not follow them? 



a.​ All members of the Fiqh Council itself did not agree on this major change 
in 2006, including Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui who, in fact, submitted his 
resignation over this issue and wrote a 27 page scholarly rebuttal of the 
new policy. Many other scholars and Islamic Sharīʿah Councils have also 
denounced this decision.  
 

5.​ Muslims in the west suffer a great deal of hardship on the physical sighting of the 
moon and it is also a cause of disunity and discord.  

a.​ Firstly, Islamic law does not aim to alleviate every hardship but only 
excessive hardship that is regular and not rare. For example, there is 
physical hardship in fasting and in performing the pilgrimage. There is also 
psychological hardship in denying the self prohibited pleasures. These 
hardships, for a healthy and mentally sound adult person, are even 
necessary for their self-purification. Secondly, it is difficult to appreciate 
how astronomical calculation is going to lead to greater unity given that it 
is a significant departure from centuries of scholarship and local tradition. 
If anything, it will lead to increased disunity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://c7c8edde.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/paper___analysis_of_the_astronomical_calculation_of_ramadan.pdf

